
Franconia Conference empowers young leaders
Benjamin Sutter (benjamins5@goshen.edu)

! is summer young adults, pastors and congregations embodied the Fran-
conia Conference vision of equipping leaders to empower others to em-
brace God’s mission—all for the sake of carrying the good news through a 
new generation and context. Among them were three who served at their 
home congregations: Adrian Suryajaya, who served through Mennonite 
Central Committee’s summer service worker program, working at Phila-
delphia Praise Center; Brendon Derstine wanted a taste of every part of 
ministry while working at Franconia in Telford, Pa.; Erica Grasse taught 
and worked with youth at Blooming Glen (Pa.).

Philly Churches plan festival to bene" t MCC
Ken Beidler (kenbeidler@yahoo.com)

Philadelphia Anabaptist churches are planning a Mennonite Central Committee 
Bene" t Festival on October 29 from 10-3 at West Philadelphia Mennonite Fellow-
ship.  ! is event will feature an auction, international food booths and children’s ac-
tivities. In addition to supporting programs around the world, half of the proceeds 
will bene" t MCC Philadelphia’s work with prison ministry, violence prevention and 
a low-income housing ministry. (Eastcoast.mcc.org/phillyfestival)

Transformed by the Gospel of Peace
Samantha Lioi (samanthalioi@gmail.com)

It’s safe to say our world could use more peace. And for Mennonites, it’s not news 
that we’re in di# erent places when it comes to living our identity as peacemakers. 
Our vision for making 2012 the year of peace includes allowing Scripture to be 
written more deeply on our hearts, growing into unity and maturity in Christ, who 
breaks down the dividing walls, and engaging in a public action which models rec-
onciliation to people outside our Mennonite circles. (http://efpjc.ppjr.org)

Climbing walls and co# ee shops in the UK
Tom Albright (tomalbright1@gmail.com)

! is summer I spent two weeks with UK churches.  I found churches that had 
remodeled their sanctuaries into three $ oors of apartments, a co# ee shop run by 
people in need of job skills, community social service o%  ces and a number of cozy 
meeting spaces used for worship, Sunday school, parenting classes and addiction 
recovery. ! ese encounters provoked questions about facility use. May we think 
creatively, remembering the meetinghouse turned into a climbing gym, as we follow 
Jesus and form missional communities.

Read the full stories at 
franconiaconference.org



Editorial
Steve Kriss (skriss@franconiaconference.org)

In late August the board and sta#  of Franconia Conference gathered to share 
dreams and visions and to take a step toward healing. As we prayed together, 
something happened—a trail of wild geese streamed over us loudly and $ ew 
into the sunset. In Celtic Christianity, the Wild Goose was a name given the 
Holy Spirit. In the middle of our questions, I think the Spirit invited us again 
to move on, to pay attention to the signs around us in creation, and to soar 
into God’s future.

Conference Assembly to build unity
Emily Ralph (eralph@franconiaconference.org)

Franconia and Eastern District Conferences will hold a joint assembly this Novem-
ber 11-12. ! e Friday worship service will focus on Unity and Maturity in the Body 
of Christ (Ephesians 4:16) and will include guest speaker Dennis Edwards (pastor 
of Peace Fellowship Church in Washington DC) and an intercultural worship team. 
Although each conference will hold its own delegate sessions, they will reunite on 
Saturday to recognize new leaders and discuss future collaboration.

Hound of heaven in hot pursuit
Verle Brubaker (pastorverle@justswamp.com)

Growing up in a pastor’s family, the last thing I wanted was to be a pastor. Like 
Francis ! ompson wrote in   e Hound of Heaven, I tried to resist the call and as 
I entered college, I pursued the dream of medical missions. I do not know exactly 
what triggered the " nal surrender but it happened in the middle of my sophomore 
year at Messiah College. ! at sense of call has kept me focused for the 30+ years I 
have served the church in the pastoral role. I do not regret the surrender. 

God’s call from the Andes Mountains
Ubaldo Rodriguez (ubalrod@hotmail.com)

I am glad that the Lord called me when I was a teenager. During the preparation 
for “my " rst communion” in the Catholic Church, I started to feel the Lord’s call 
toward service. God’s call in my life has been a process: accepting Jesus as my Lord 
and Savior, witnessing God’s power against the powers of darkness, experiencing 
baptism in the Holy Spirit, responding in obedience, receiving an excellent Chris-
tian education and committing to serve in the Mennonite Church.

Bethany Birches and Spruce Lake Camps
Brandon Bergey (brandon@bethanybirches.org) & Grace Nolt (grace@sprucelake.org)

• Bethany Birches is aware that not all of our camper families have resources to 
pay for camp.   We developed the idea of tiered pricing.  We are just now " n-
ished with the " rst summer season that used a tiered pricing structure. 

• Spruce Lake has embarked on an $8 million “New Horizons” capital campaign 
to build a new hospitality center. Ribbon-cutting is anticipated for May 19, 
2013, in time to celebrate Spruce Lake’s 50th anniversary.  

Financial Update
6 months (Feb-July)

Actual   Budget
Revenue  $374,220 $362,285
Expenses $400,435 $398,716
Credit Payment $  12,869 $  12,869 
  ------------    -----------
Net  ($39,084)       ($49,300)


